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ABSTRACT

General Presentation

Initial name of the site: It was called « La Masblette » which is a watercourse near the site.

On the 11" November 1771, Dominique Nicolas Spirlet, 53 years old, abbot and master of the
forges, created a forge and a blast furnace fed by the water of the Masblette, on the site of the
furnace. It was one of the most modern furnace.

When the monks of Saint-Hubert were expelled from their abbey and their monastic property

was sold as national property, the furnace was acquired by Leopold Zoude (businessman). The

foundry was limited to a forge which service is only required for agricultural needs.

It was classified on the 29" may 1952. The St Michel furnace was sold by the Zoude family and
bought by an association. Then, due to a lack of money and funding, the Luxemburg province
bought the site around 1960.

The patrimony is the creation of hamlets by the transplanting typical examples of rural
architecture. The first house that has been built on the site is called Malvoisien. It was built in
1970.The houses come from this particular region, that’s why they are called like that.

The site consists in ten regions and subregions : Lorraine Belge, Semois valley, Ardenne
centrale, Ardenne nord- est, Ambléve valley, Pays de Herve (between — Vesdre —and — Meuse),
Hesbaye Namuroise, Condroz, Famenne, Rieze and Sarts. The Ardenne centrale is more
important because it is a region in which the Saint-Michel furnace museums are located.

The name of the site is now the Saint-Michel furnace and the domain extends on more or less
45 hectares and can be visited since 1971.

The work is long and still ongoing.
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Possibilities of complementary activities

At 500 meters from Fourneau Saint-Michel amateurs can visit the Iron Museum.
The metallurgical complex consists of a forging factor building a charcoal hall, a barn. A blast
furnace and its annexes.

These buildings remarkable witnesses of a thriving iron industry in Luxemburg land in the 17th
and 18th centuries make it possible to discover the technique of making cast iron and to
appreciate the importance of the use of iron in everyday life.
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